CHAPTER IV

THE  FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION  FOR THE CONDUCT OF
HOLY WAR (ju'l) AND FOR OTHER PUBLIC PURPOSES

THE word ff jufl" literally means compensation for work
done, and, more specially, compensation for military ser-
vices of a substitute, hence also, the financial contribution
levied by the imam on Moslems who stay away from the war
for the equipment of those who join the army. It is related
of Omar that he equipped the bachelors at the expense of the
married, giving the bachelors the horses of the married,
Indeed, Omar was a man of great executive ability and had
the interests of the Moslems at heart, for he knew that the
minds of married people, unlike those of bachelors, go back
to their families, and that they cannot stay away from them
for long. In this way married people were enabled to stay
with their wives and protect them, and yet participate in
the war by means of their horses; and, on the other hand,
the bachelors participated in the war in body. Some say
that Omar used to do this only with the consent of the
persons concerned, and that, failing such consent, he
equipped the soldiers from the public funds. The proper
view however is that the imam has the right to levy on
the people the amount needed if there are no available
funds (nial) in the public treasury, because the imdm is
entrusted with the interests of the Moslems, and if he
should fail to equip an army for their defence the infidels
would be victorious and seize their properties, children, and
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